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Jerald Schnoor, Leader in Water Sustainability, to Receive 2010
Clarke Prize

NWRI is pleased to announce that environmental engineer Jerald L. Schnoor, Ph.D., of the
University of lowa will be the seventeenth recipient of the NWRI Athalie Richardson Irvine Clarke
Prize for excellence in water research. Schnoor was selected because of his leadership and
impact on promoting the sustainable use of water.

NWRI established the Clarke Prize in 1993 to recognize outstanding research scientists who
have demonstrated excellence in water-science research and technology. The prize, which
includes a medallion and $50,000 award, is presented annually.

Schnoor is the Allen S. Henry Chair of Engineering at the University of lowa. He also co-founded
and co-directs the university’s Center for Global and Regional Environmental Research, which is
devoted to studying and bettering our environment.

To ensure water use sustainability, Schnoor has focused much of his career on improving human
management decisions to reduce negative impacts on water. For instance, early in his career, he
developed models of the complex chemistry of acid rain and its impacts on aquatic systems and
watersheds. He played a central role in linking acid rain to lake acidification, which ultimately
resulted in his “Trickle Down” model being adopted by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
and later used to guide the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments.

Schnoor was also one of the first researchers to investigate using plants to take up toxic organic
chemicals and other pollutants (a process known as “phytoremediation”) as a means to remediate
contaminated hazardous waste sites — fostering a new green technology for the treatment of soil
and groundwater.

Among his recent work, Schnoor chaired a National Research Council committee on the “Water
Implications of Biofuels Production in the United States,” which noted water quality and
availability problems associated with increasing ethanol production from corn. He was also
selected as Co-Director for the National Science Foundation Project Office on the WATERS
Network, a $300 million proposal to construct a national environmental observatory network for
sensing, modeling, and forecasting water and contaminants.

Schnoor is the author of over 150 peer-reviewed journal articles, edited or authored seven
textbooks, and has served on the editorial board of several journals, such as Aquatic Sciences
and Water Resources Research. He is best known, however, for his role as Editor-in-Chief of
Environmental Science & Technology, the leading journal in the world on environmental
engineering and science. In the 7 years he has served as Editor-in-Chief, he has doubled the
amount of articles published each year and broadened its international influence by opening
offices in Beijing, China, and Utrecht, The Netherlands.

Established in honor of NWRI's co-founder, the late Athalie Richardson Irvine Clarke, the Clarke
Prize is awarded to outstanding research scientists who are currently active in the water and
wastewater fields. It is one of only a dozen water prizes awarded worldwide and has been
distinguished by the International Congress of Distinguished Awards as one of the most
prestigious awards in the world.



The 2010 Clarke Prize will be presented to Schnoor on Thursday, July 15, 2010, at the
Seventeenth Annual Clarke Prize Lecture and Award Ceremony, to be held at the Orange County
Performing Arts Center in Orange County, California.

More information about the Clarke Prize can be found at www.nwri-usa.org/ClarkePrize.htm.

You are receiving this email from NWRI, a non-profit public-private partnership founded in 1991 to
promote the protection, maintenance, and restoration of water supplies through the development
of cooperative research work. NWRI provides occasional information via email list serve on
upcoming events and activities. If you would like to be removed from NWRI's email list serve,
please respond to this email with "Unsubscribe" in the subject line and specify the email address
you wish to remove. For further questions, please contact NWRI at enews@nwri-usa.org. Thank
you.

National Water Research Institute
18700 Ward Street

P.O. Box 8096

Fountain Valley, CA 92728 -8096
714-378-3278

Fax 714-378-3375
WWW.NWri-usa.org



http://www.nwri-usa.org/ClarkePrize.htm
mailto:enews@nwri-usa.org
http://www.nwri-usa.org/

