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State Agencies 

Restrictions 

ÅState agencies, led by the Department of General 

Services, will immediately implement water use 

reduction plans for all state facilities. These 

plans will include immediate water conservation 

actions, and a moratorium will be placed on new, 

non-essential landscaping projects at state 

facilities and on state highways and roads.



DGS Drought Response 

Measures include:

ÅImmediate 20% min. reduction of water use 

ÅNo watering turf or annuals 

ÅNo vehicle washing unless health or safety issue 

ÅNo building window washing ïinterior or exterior 

ÅNo power washing unless required for health or safety 

ÅContinue not using exterior water features (fountains, etc.) 

ÅPosting ñReduce Water Useò signage in DGS facilities 

ÅSurveying all facilities to expedite water efficiency retrofits of:

Å Interior water fixtures 

ÅLandscape irrigation and plantings 

ÅOther water-using equipment of facilities 



DGS Interprets 

Moratorium to Meané..

ÅNo new plantings or landscapes unless to protect public 

health, prevent erosion or aid fire suppression.



Dilemma ðWhat is 

Essential Landscaping?

ÅMany State Agencies have significant landscaping 

requirements to perform their missions.

ÅCalTrans is required to perform landscaping on state 

highways and roads to control erosion, prevent dust, 

provide safety barriers, and mitigate for environmental 

impacts.

ÅState Parks need to perform landscaping to maintain 

essential landscape functions at campgrounds and recreation 

areas.



Common Perceptions ð

ÅLandscapes use Large Amounts of Water.

ÅLandscapes Are Just Aesthetic, Not Really Necessary.

ÅReducing Water to Landscapes Results in Significant 

Water Savings.

ÅNo Significant Harm to Landscapes or People Results 

from Water Reductions.

ÅWater Reductions are Temporary; Drought Emergency 

will End.
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